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T A MEETING OF THE BOARD OF BAPTIST 
MINISTERS in and around the cities of London and Westminster, 
held at Fen Court, October 6th, 1840, 


REV. F. A. COX, D.D., LL.D., IN THE CHAIR. 


The Secretary presented, from the Committee of the British and 
Foreign Anti-Slavery Society, the following resolutions, as passed umani- 
mously at the General Anti-Slavery Convention, on the 18th, of June 
last ; viz: 

«'4, That it is the deliberate and deeply-rooted conviction of this Ccn- 
vention, which it thus publicly and solemnly expresses to the world, that 
slavery, in whatever form or whatever c.ountry it exists, is contrary to the 
eternal and immutable principles of just'ce, and the spirit and precepts of 
Christianity, and is therefore a sin against God, which acquires additional 
enormity when committed by nations professedly Christian, and in an age 
when the subject has been so generally discussed, and its criminality so 
thoroughly exposed. 

“9, That this Convention cannot but deeply deplore the fact, that the 
continuance and prevalence of slavery are to be attributed, in » great degree, 
to the countenance afforded by many Christian churches, especially in the 
Western World, which have not only withheld that public and emphatic 
testimony against the crime which it deserves, but have retained in their 
communion, without censuré, those by whom it is notoriously perpetrated. 

« 3, That this convention, while it disclaims the intention or desire of 
dictating to christian communities the terms of their fellowship, respect- 
fully submit that it is their incumbent duty to separate from their 
communion all those persons who, after they have been faithfully warned 
in the spirit of the gospel, continue in the sin of enslaving their fellow- 
creatures, or holding them in slavery ; a sin by the commission of which, 
with whatever mitigating circumstances it may be attended in their own 
particular instance, they give the support of their example to the whole 

tem of compulsory servitude, and the unutterable horrors of the 
slave-trade.” 


On which, after a full discussion, it was resolved by a large majority, 
That this Board concurs in the sentiments expressed and the principles 
laid down in the foregoing resolutions. 
W. H. MURCH, D.D., 


Secretary to the Board. 








BRITISH SLAVE HOLDERS. IMPERIAL BRAZILIAN 
MINING ASSOCIATION. 


Tue document which we insert below will be read with dee 
affliction and amazement. It opens up a subject to- whic 
we have repeatedly directed attention; and as it is called an 
introductory letter, still further disclosures may be expected. On 
the back of it we find the following memorandum by the writer, 
whose name, although not appended to the letter, is in our posses- 
sion, and must be well-known to the parties immediately inte- 
rested :—* The particulars herein described are to be found in the 
daily memorandum-book of the office of Gongo Soco.” 


AN INTRODUCTORY LETTER ADDRESSED TO Sir T. F. Buxton, Bart., oN THE 
FRIGHTFUL HORRORS OF MODERN SLAVERY, AS PRACTISED BY THE IMPERIAL 
Brazitran Mintno AssociaTION IN THEIR MINES AT GonGo Soco. 


Srr,—After the community had, for many years, expressed its abhor- 
rence of the atrocious kidnapping of the inhabitants of Africa, of the 
cruelties inflicted on them in their transportation to the British colonies, 
and of the daily tortures they underwent in the plantations, when landed 
and disposed of as slaves for ever; after the strongest expressions of 
disgust and horror at this unnatural and monstrous traffic, which rendered 
a few individuals wealthy who were hardened in crime, the legislature at 
length prohibited the trade, declared it thenceforward piracy, and the 
master and crew of all vessels engaged in it felons. 

When this abomination was thus put an end to, it was imagined that 
the miserable fate of those desolate beings would be ameliorated. Instead 
of which, the cart-whip and other modes of torture were more freely 
applied by the attorney or overseer, who, receiving.a commission on the 
amount of produce raised, Wide, Seg much labour as possible from those 
outcasts of the world, in order that the said commission might be aug- 
mented to the utmost. 

To terminate these revolting scenes, at the recollection of which one’s 
nature shudders, the nation determined to buy up the slaves, that, thus by 
paying the planters the full value of each, they might at once be freed from 
so terrible a destiny. 

By this public sacrifice it was thought that Englishmen at least could 
never, by any ingenuity, become the holders of: slaves ; could never again 
inflict similar cruelties on that unfortunate race, for the mere gratification 
of avarice! 

We were however deceived. When selfishness is in quest of gain, no 
unrighteous actions startle it from the acquisition, It is a hypocrite 
which in private slays, whilst in public it sympathises. Whilst professing 
eee it practises a 3 preaching christian benevolence 

ut silently pursuing an unrelenting and premeditated persecution ! i 








This predominant vice of covetousness has been most singularly exem- 
plified within the last few years by many wealthy men, who have had no 
object in view but the securing of one or two per cent more in the investment 
of capital than was obtainable through the medium of public securities ; 
and amongst these, some who have long figured in the world as philan- 
thropists have been the most conspicuous. 

Their designs having been frustrated in the British dominions, they have 
carried them into effect in other countries, and have there laid the founda- 
tion of slavery upon a system of atrocious cruelty far surpassing anything 
ever known in the worst periods of West Indian depravity. 

Since 1825, many extensive Gold Mining Associations have been formed 
in London, whose operations are carried on in the Brazils. 

One of the most successful of these, whose ungodly shares are now at 
a considerable premium, is the Imperial Brazilian, the office of which com- 
pany is at Winchester House, Old Broad Street. 

This combination of men setting,at defiance the general opinion of 
society, every benevolent feeling, and every law on the subject both 
divine and buman, have bought large tracts of mineral land in the interior 
of the Brazils, some 400 miles from the capital, and fifty-five fathoms deep 
in the bowels of the earth they have six or seven hundred slaves, occu- 
pied in the most severe toil for fourteen hours a day, with the exception of 
the time necessary for their scanty meals. 

In the West Indies, the slave enjoyed the privilege of inhaling the 
same fresh breeze which his inexorable tormentor breathed. In the mines 
of the Imperial Brazilian Association this comfort is for ever denied him, 
until the moment arrives when he has to drag his wearied frame up fifty- 
five fathoms of ladder, and then he emerges from the dark, gloomy, 
melancholy caverns, where he has been buried and shut out from the light 
of day from sun-rise until it sets. 

The soil of those mines is a black sand, which no art can prevent from 
falling in. The consequence is, that from time to time numbers are 
buried alive, and when dug out, are dying, mutilated, or dead; and as the 
water filters rapidly through the sand, this mass of human misery are for 
repre cea at the bottom of those swampy caverns, almost knee deep 
in mud. 

The ringing of a bell in the morning is the signal for the miners and the 
slaves to descend the shafts. Contrary to custom, it was _one morning 
delayed & little beyond the usual time. About fifty miners and one 
hundred slaves were standing in anxious expectation around the mouth of 
one of the pits, when, to their extreme horror, it closed up to a depth of 
Jiftu fathoms. Had Providence apparently not interfered, one hundred and 
Jifty human beings would have been buried alive fifty fathoms under a 
which would have continued their grave for ever, as the shaft will never 
again be cleared ; and such a horrible fate a thousand sniners and slaves are 
liable to daily. : 

This common-sewer-like occupation entails upon them agues and other 
malignant fevers. These they endeavour to avoid by drinking inordinately 
of the strong new rum of the country, which soon produces habitual and 
confirmed drunkenness. 

The West India apprenticed slaves were limited by law to forty-five 
hours labour weekly. The slaves of the benevolent and humane Imperial 
Brazilian Mining Association work ninety hours weekly ; that is, from four 
in the morning until six in the evening, or fourteen hours daily for six days, 
and the half of Sunday. No recreation ever. ‘This company exacts the 
utmost pound from the bones and sinews and muscles of the black Catholic 
slaves, although they are forced to concede the usual Suints Days and 
Sundays to the Catholic labourers on the estate. 

An avidity for gain brutalizes the human heart, and renders it insensible 
and indifferent to the miseries and privations of those even that it is in 
reason bound to commiserate, when there is no law present to lay a restraint 
upon its cupidity. 

In the West Indies the female apprenticed slaves were never suffered to 
be stripped and flogged ; the male slaves only by an order from two magis- 
trates, after an impartial examination before them. 

The merciful Imperial Brazilian Mining Aesociation, on the contrary, 
permit the male and female slaves to be stripped indiscriminately, and most 
severely flogged, at the will, whim, or caprice of the person appointed for 
the time to superintend them, and who may not always be actuated by 
motives of justice; but this subject I shall revert to in my next. 

The cat-o’-nine tails used by the association is made of knotted whip- 
cord, which tears away portions of flesh from the back and shoulders, and 
when they are well mangled and mutilated, they are pickled in brine. This 
adds so insufferably to the tortures of the whip, that it is almost a refine- 
ment of the studied cruelties of the ancient Spanish inquisition. 

The surgeon stands by, and when the wretched victim faints with agony, 
which frequently happens several times during the punishment, he ad- 
ministers restoratives, in order that the whole amount may be inflicted ; on 
the system of Governor Wall, who was hanged for perpetrating similar 
cruelties. 

Another mode of torture practised by the Imperial Brazilian Mining 
Association on their male and female slaves, and one which is worthy of 
Nero himself, is this :—a piece of Brazil wood, which is as hard as 


heavy as iron, is selected, in length about twenty inches, and one inch and — 


a-half thick. This is shaped into a long handle, with a thong at the er 
passing round the wrist, that the tormentor may secure a firm gra 





and a round flattened ball is left at the mity, nig enough, to-éov 
largest black’s hand. The victim is forced to hold out hie 6 
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which is struck with this terrible instrument with the fall swing and with 
all the weight and force of the most athletic arm. At every blow the 
sufferer plat Boat, BR Segara the time he or she has 
received the ordinary quantity the bones are | , and the flesh of the hands 
and are swelled to a frightfal extent. If anything were placed 
beneath the hand to prevent its recoil, every bone would be literally 
smashed to atoms at the first blow. 


The following most revolting torture used to be inflicted by this associa-. 


tion on its slaves, male and female, either as a punishment or to extort con- 
fession. This is termed the ‘‘ Thumb-screw,” and was formerly practised 
in the Inquisition chamber. Some idea may be formed of this demon-like 
ipfliction, by fancying the thumb of a female being placed in a blacksmith’s 
vice and gradually screwed up until another hair’s breadth turn would 
splinter the bones to pieces. In that country these infernal machines are 
called “‘auginhos,” which ironically means ‘little angels,” but are really 
understood to be ‘little devils,” not an inappropriate appellation. 

On some occasions the women have an iron mask on the face, and 
an range collar round eo neck, =e with a number of _ bells —— 
upon their petticoats, they are driven about the village from morning unti 
evening, by a ruffian Sppaineed for the purpose, “ 

Other methods of punishment of the most revolting description are 
resorted to, such as having the head and legs fixed in the stocks, and remain- 
ing in this horrible condition night and day without intermission for eight- 
and-forty hours; but these few examples are, 1 think, quite enough to 
satisfy the qualms of the most conscientious. 

All these punishments, as I have already stated, are inflicted without 
any er a hearing, examination, or inquiry, and, of course, 
without appeal. The superintendent makes his report weekly, ‘‘ that he 
bas punished so many male and female slaves,” and Mr. George Vincent 
Duval, the chief commissioner as he is termed, puts-his initials of approba- 
tion to it, with more unconcern and indifference than would be exhibited 
by a butcher if a dog had been the subject. 

it is much to be lamented that, where arbitrary authority is thus 
conceded, in a matter of so much importance as the flaying alive of human 
beings, little commiseration is ever visible. The Euliege become 
hardened by the practice of cruelty, until they seem to lose every trace of 
human sympathy. 

That such a system of horrible oppression should be authorised by the 
wealthy men who form the direction of the Imperial Brazilian Mining 
Association, because the law of the country is not exercised within the district of 
their estates to prevent it, and from the unrighteous motive of gain, appears 
incredible ; but such is the unexaggerated fact. 

Women are kept at hard labour up to the latest stage of pregnancy, and 
before they are in a fit condition to toil they are driven to the works, with 
their child or children tied to their backs, and in this unnatural state, they 
labour until the said child or children are able to take care of themselves ; 
as the directors will not consent to appropriate a room for their reception 
in infancy, nor appoint one or two women to watch over and attend se 
because then they would be deprived of their services. 

When the cruelties practised on factory children became known to the 
public, it very properly created the utmost excitement of indignation 
throughout the community, and the consequence was that government 
appointed inspectors to prevent the possibility of such inhuman conduct 
for the future. 

Mr, George Vincent Duval, the chief commissioner, in his merciful 
consideration for infancy, proposed ‘ that all the children slaves, amount- 
ing to upwards of a hundred, should be unremittingly employed on a large 
TREAD-MILL, to put in motion saws and other machinery, for cutting 
timber,” &c. 

This proposition the directors refused to confirm ; not from any merciful 
consideration for the little beings who were intended to be thus doomed, 
but lest, by coming to the knowledge of the world, it might create a feeling 
of abhorrence towards the association ; particularly as a number of Quakers 
are shareholders, who, it was feared, might disapprove of so convict-like an 
employment for infants. 

n this introductory letter I intended to confine my remarks to asuccinct 
account of the miseries of modern slavery, as far as regards the forlorn 
and unprotected Africans in this establishment ; yet 1 cannot avoid adding, 
that some two hundred and fifty English miners have been induced to 
expatriate themselves to this den of infamy, and they are there subjected 
to eight hours hard labour daily in the swampy caverns beneath ; to 
protect themselves to the utmost from the evil consequences of which, in 
such a climate, they drink immoderately, with some few exceptions. 
In five years, the period of their engagement, the constitutions of the 
drunkards are for ever destroyed, and in about the same time, the 
abstemious die of agues or consumptions, or are invalided to return to 
England without the smallest provision, and are in general totally incapa- 
citated from pursuing their avocations for the future. 

I shall defer to my next, the description of the disgusting nightly 
bacchanalian orgies, in which the black women are brought naked upon the 
scene ; P sivahy for the present by observing, that the husband of a reputed 
philauthropist was one oi the founders of the said Imperial Brazilian Mining 
Association. 

At the period this very benevolent family were exclaiming, with lifted 
hands and eyes, against the enormity of West India slavery, he was active 
in his endeavours to eternise it, in all its most horrible forms, in a foreign 
country, where no check upon tyranny intrudes. The parade of christian 
charity is thus too frequently made a cloak to cover the worst of passions. 

is one remarkable coincidence which 1 must not omit. The lands 
belonging to the Imperial Brazilian are called ‘‘ Gongo Soco,” which in the 
language of the country means, “ a DEN OF THIEVES.” 
I am, sir, your obedient servant, 
THE LATE secretARY at Gongo Soco. 





Captain MaRRYAtr AND THE COLOURED West INnDIANS.—A sen- 
tence in Captain Marryatt’s Diary in America, in which, without any foun- 
dation, either in common sense, in sound philosophy, or in fact, he depre- 
eiates the people of colour, has attracted attention in the West Indies, and 

given Occasion to some shrewd and well-written letters in the Grenada 
tte. These, with introductory remarks, are now re-published in Eng- 
under the title of A to Captain Marryatt’s Illiberal and Incor- 

t velative to the red West Indians, We must eh 
the Captain has richly deserved the dressing which is here 





IMPORTANT RELIGIOUS MOVEMENT IN THE 
UNITED STATES. | 


Tue number of the American and Foreign Anti-Slavery er 
last received, contains an article developing an important ious 
movement in the United States for the advancement of the anti- 
slavery cause. We insert it entire, 


CLERICAL OPPOSITION TQ THE ANTI-SLAVERY CAUSE. 


In some anti-slavery newspapers we perceive much severe remark, and 
often downright abuse against the clergy as a body, on account of their 
silence on the subject of slavery, or their direct opposition to the abolition 
cause. We do not sympathize with this wholesale reproach, nor are we 
disposed to engage in the crusade, commenced by certain abolitionists 
against ministers of the gospel and the American churches. In propor- 
tion to their numbers, we believe, there are as many abolitionists, to say the 
least, among the clergy as among any other profession or class of men in 
the country. And certainly no profession can point out among its mem- 
bers, more distinguished, uncompromising, and persevering champions of 
the anti-slavery doctrines, than might be named among ministers of the 
gospel of different denominations. Still we grieve that so much occasion 
has been given to those who find fault with them as a body, for their 
great neglect or opposition in a cause that lays such strong claims to the 
sympathy, prayers, aid, and labours of the ministers of Christ. The pro- 
gress of christian truth has, we doubt not, been retarded by such unfaith- 
fulness on the part of very many of those who minister at the altar of 
christianity. Infidels have been .astounded that slavery has found 
defenders in the clergy, and that the ‘anti-slavery cause has met with 
determined opposition among the expounders of the scriptures. The 
hearts of christians have been woun to see their beloved ministers 
standing aloof from the cause of the enslaved, or decrying the self-sacrificing 
efforts that have been made by members of their churches to exterminate 
the sin of American slavery. Many bretbren and sisters in Christ, and 
many young converts, have wept in secret places, and have “‘ groaned in 
spirit,” on account of the resoluteness with which their pastors have avoided, 
ridiculed, or opposed the anti-slavery cause. There have not been wanting 
those who have remonstrated with their spiritual guides for refusing to 
obey the command of God, ‘‘ Open thy mouth for the dumb, in the cause of 
all such as are appointed to destruction, Open thy mouth, judge righte- 
ously, and plead the cause of the poor and needy.” This lukewarmness 
and hostility on the part of ministers of the gospel have also in many 
cases, been in direct opposition to the injunctions of church judicatories, 
by whatever names they are called, and to the practice of ministers on 
other subjects of reform more pe than the anti-slavery enterprise. 

It is true, that very many of our ministers—probably a large majority, 
will unhesitatingly say, we are opposed to slavery; it is a moral evil; we 
pity the slaves, and wish they were free ; we agree with you abolitionists 
mainly, in sentiment; we intend doing what we can, at suitable times and 
in a proper way, for the anti-slavery cause. Still most of them never men- 
tion the slave or slave-holders in their public prayers, never allude to the 
system of slavery in their discourses or exhortations, never read a notice 
for an anti-slavery lecture or concert of prayer, never commend those who 
are suffering and labouring in the anti-slavery cause to the guidance and 
blessing of Almighty God. Nay, not a few hold up abolitionists to the 
ridicule and contempt of the community, and invite slave-holding ministers 
to occupy their pulpits, and welcome slave-holders to the communion 
table ; refuse to read anti-slavery publications written in the ablest manner 
and in the best spirit,* and exert all their influence, secretly and openly, 
to exclude from the sanctuary and the lecture-room all allusion to the 
subject of slavery. Some have gone so far as to attempt to drive from 
their churches brethren whose only fault, themselves being judges, was 
anti-slavery action. Is it, as some contend, that “ abolition is a sin,” that, 
however unjust and criminal slavery may be in the abstract, yet that anti- 
slavery action or abolition is hostile to the religion of Jesus, an enemy of 
church order, a divider of the churches? Why necessarily, we ask, more 
than temperance,which is frequently introduced into the pulpit on the 
sabbath and on other days, and even in sunday schools, by the very minis- 
ters, elders, and deacons, who manifest such “‘ holy horror,” at the introduc- 
tion of anti-slavery matters! Wisdom would dictate that, when a brother 
in the church, in his zeal, is supposed to urge a subject injudiciously, 
older, wiser or more prudent brethren, and especially the pastor, should 
temper his indiscretion with their prudence, show him a better way, 
associate with and aid him in his well-meant and laudable efforts to interest 
the church against one of the test, if not the greatest, moral evils of 
the age, instead of denouncing him, stirring up strife, laying hands on the 
supposed delinquent, and driving him from the pale of the church. Instead 
of pursuing this christian course we have reason to believe that, in many 
cases, unchristian efforts have been made ‘‘ to preserve peace and union ” at 
the expense of christian charity and truth ; that slander has been employed 
to exaggerate the supposed faults or fancied designs of obnoxious 
individuals; and that church discipline has been unright,ously and 
wickedly employed in attempts to crush those who have labou red in our 
churches for the slave. Thus we fear that those who have affected to 
deprecate disunion have been instrumental in producing it; and those who 
professed to believe that the cause of Christ would be injured, bave them- 
selves dishonoured his religion and grieved the Holy Spirit. 

And this is not all, for most lamentable instances have occurred of 
ministers of the gospel and private professors who, at first appeared 
warm-hearted in the abolition cause, and intrepid in its defence, but who, 
after the lapse of a few years, have lost their zeal and courage, and be- 
come as it were enemies in the garb of friends. Calling themselves abo- 
litionists, they have ceased to pray for the slave in the sanctuary, in the 
lecture room, or in the social circle ; they never, or seldom, allude to the 

reat system of slavery in their sermons or addresses ; they discourage 
all attempts to introduce the subject on the part of members of their 
churches whose consciences urge them to this duty ; ete oppose all 
ecclesiastical action on the subject ; they decry the activity and zeal of their 
former coadjutors; and by their apostasy grieve the friends of human 
rights, and cause much sighing among those who once delighted in being 

i with them in the anti-slavery cause. And this moral somerset 


* Recently a metropolitan preacher, being a D.D.and LL.D. returned 
to the depository, unread, a paper containing the proceedings of the 
World’s Convention ! 
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and are in favour of energetic action ; thus sents aviauiee that on some 
occasions, and on some ects, they can be valiant for the truth, and in 
a way that they deem and unchristian when practised by abolition- 
ists, Alas! alas! it is one of the severest trials we are called to endure, 
to see those who were once apparently intrepid and thorough in the cause 
of abolition, standing shoulder to Ider with its intrepid advocates, 
willing, as was thought, to suffer the loss of reputation, property, and 
even life itself, now turning away, and doing more by their apathy, or 
quasi adhesion, to retard the anti-slavery cause than many pro-sla- 
very men who have never allied themselves to it. ‘We can only grieve 
and expostulate, and ed them, as did the apostle Paul when ee 
similar trials, ‘‘ Demas hath forsaken me, having loved this present world, 
and is departed.” 

In view of these facts many abolitionists, in various churches and of 
different denominations, are anxiously and prayerfully considering what 
course they ought to pursue in the churches where God in his providence 
has placed them. ‘They feel that they are despised or shunned, that they 
are thwarted in every attempt to enlighten the minds, enlist the sympathies, 
and gain the concurrence of their fellow-christians in the anti-slavery 
cause ; that ministers, elders, and deacons set their faces against them 
as a flint, stop their own ears, refuse to listen to facts or arguments, and 
seem determined that their churches shall not, in any event, be ‘‘ troubled 
with abolitionism.” These brethren feel that their usefulness is impaired, 
that confidence in them is undermined, that systematic efforts are made 
to induce them to leave the church, that their own peace, and the tran- 

uillity of their families are jeoparded, and that the alternatives before 
chem are peace, produced by sinking, as many do, into apostacy, inaction, 
indifference, or nominal abolition, or continual warfare in that or some 
other church, resulting from a fearless and conscientious course of duty. 
As Christian ministers and laymen in Great Britain come to the knowledge 
of this state of things in the American churches, no wonder their souls 
are stirred with virtuous indignation, that they remonstrate by private and 
published letters, that they pass strong resolutions, that they almost doubt 
the existence of a revival spirit in those ministers or churches that keep 
aloof from anti-slavery action ; and that, in respect to the destinies of Ame- 
rica, they tremble in view of the retributive justice of the Almighty. We 
entreat these servants of the living God to continue their expostulations, 
warnings, and prayers. ‘‘ Cry aloud, spare not; lift up thy voice like a 
trumpet, and shew my people their transgression, and the house of Jacob 
their sins.” > 

With reference, however, to the course that should be pursued by bre- 
thren whose voices are stifled, and whose efforts to do good as anti- 
slavery Christians are thwarted in their respective churches, we venture 
to offer a few considerations for the benefit of those who have asked ad- 
vice on the subject, and to our readers generally. Never cease to “ open 
of mouth for the dumb,” nor to “‘ plead the cause of the poor and needy.” 
Place yourselves in no situation where this is impracticable. In cities 
where abolitionists find no field of exertion in the congregations to which 
pe § belong, it may be best to form new churches, where liberty of speech 
and freedom of action can be secured. A few families can associate toge- 
ther, hire a hall, employ a devoted abolition minister, and support public 
worship, as has been done in numberless instances by free churches. 
If they do this according to their means, and in a prayerful spirit, they 
may expect the Divine blessing upon their enterprise, in proportion as 
they sincerely, devoutly, and prayerfully aim to promote God’s glory, the 
salvation of sinners, and carry out the great principles of the gospel in 
their love and treatment of their fellow-men. Shoul there be a division 
of sentiment in families, let the rule of toleration prevail, and parents and 
adult children choose their place of worship, even if they be separated. 
In some places it is unquestionably the duty of abolitionists to refuse to 
give their attendance at churches, and withhold their contributions to the 
support of public worship, where anti-slavery Christianity is studiously 
and pertinaciously excluded from the sanctuary, the lecture-room, the 
Sabbath-school, and the meetings for ia the country it is, of 
course, more difficult for abolitionists to form new churches, and it is less 
necessary. There the numbers are generally insufficient to form churches 
according to moral affinities, and influence cannot be so circumscribed as 
it often is in city congregations. The course to be pursued, then, by aboli- 
tionists inthe country and in cities who are denied the opportunity of 
pleading for the slave in their churches, when it is not convenient to form 
separate churches, seems to be this—for the abolitionists in every con- 

regation to have periodical meetings, if not associated action in societies. 

ere they can pray for the enslaved, receive and communicate .anti- 
slavery intelligence, and make converts continually of those who may be 
induced to attend the meetings. Here also they can concert measures 
to Proseesio their sentiments in a proper manner in the congregations 
and churches to which they belong. Letit, in these cases, be seen by 
their minister, the officers of the church, and their brethren, that while 
they are not disposed to yield their own rights, they will not invade the 
rights of others ; that they will be regular in their attendance at church 
and the other meetings ; that they will labour in the sabbath school and 
elsewhere; that they will contribute to the other objects of christian 
benevolence ; and that they will, by the grace of God, “ keep the unity of 
the a in the bond of peace.” In some instances, we apprehend, need- 
less difficulty has been produced by abolitionists insisting that their mini- 
ster should read anti-slavery notices or they would read them themselves, 
and by unnecessary collisions and conflicts about other matters, We 
believe it is practicable, in most cases, for the abolitionists of churches, in 
town or country, to associate, to pray and exhort, to scatter publications, 
to make aggressive movements upon the congregation—all in a spirit of 
love—and without coming to a rupture with the other members. But 
where opposition is aroused, and warfare persisted in in spite of meek- 
ness and christian forbearance, a separation is often inevitable, unless the 
cause be betrayed for the sake of unscriptural peace and _inglorious and 

We exhort abolitionists to forbearance, meekness, and perseverance, amidst 
all the trials to which they are exposed, and especially when see that 
their pastors keep silence, and impose silence, on the subject of slavery. 





consider, to use an expression of Mrs. Fry, “ that are afflicted with 
moral disease, and treat them with the patience indness a discreet 
hysician is wont to exhibit towards patients whom he to cure. 
ve them not until it is apparent that they are incurable.” Not a few of 
our ministers of the gospel adopt a system of short-sighted compromise. 
It is all-important, they think, to keep a parish from dis-union, even to 
the verge of sacrificing sag “Blessed is the man, say they, to use 
the words of Professor, Stuart, who does not quarrel with his minister. 
Others are destitute of physical courage, or, less favoured than many of 
their brethren, have wives who are thrown into hysterics at the bare men- 
tion of the word ‘ anti-slavery.’ Due allowances should be made for such. 
Many a man blusters, talks big, is exceeding courageous where there is no 
excitement or opposition among his parishioners, who, amidst the conflict of 
opinion, the threats of enemies or friends, is vacillating or sed, 
Would there were more faithful pastors, more intrepid shepherds, more 
Daniels, Isaiahs, Ezekiels, John Baptists, Pauls! But let us rejoice that 
there are such Anti-slavery ministers in Great Britain, as James, Wardlaw, 
Knibb, Price, Morrison ; and in the United States, as Hawes, Osgood, 
Allen, Curtis, Thurston, Pomeroy, Goodhue, Load, Colver, Scott, 
Galusha, Phelps, Green, Mahan, Finney, Brisbane, Nelson, Beman, 
Cleaveland, Grosvenor, Stem, Rankin, Crothers. Especially let us be 
thankful that the great head of the church will protect and strengthen 
those who are faithful unto the end. ‘‘ If God be for us, who can be 
against us ?” ‘ 





JAMAICA MARRIAGE ACT. 


WE present below those clauses in the late clergy act of this 
island which relate to the subject of marriage, and by comparison 
with which the Dissenters’ Linrviege Act is to be appreciated. 
The act is entitled An act to consolidate and amend the several laws 
relating to the clergy of this island, ayd jto invest the bishop of 
Jamaica with ecclesiastical jurisdiction. Oe was passed April 11th, 
1840. The clauses pertinent to our object are as follows :— 


XIII. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That all 
banns of marriage sball be published in an audible manner in the parish 
church, or in one of the consecrated or other chapels duly licensed by 
the bishop for the performance of divine service, of or belonging to such 
parish wherein the persons to be married shall dwell, according to thé 
form of words prescribed by the rubric prefixed to the office of 
matrimony in the book of common prayer, upon three Sundays pre- 
ceding the solemnization of marriage, during the time of morning 
service. 

XIV. And be it further enacted, That whenever a marriage shall not 
be had within six calendar months after the complete publication of banns, 
no minister shall proceed to the solemnization of the same until the banns 
shall have been republished on three several Sundays, in the form and. 
manner prescribed in this act, unless by license duly obtained from the 
governor or person exercising the functions of governor, 

XV. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That no 
minister shall presume to marry any person whose banns have not been 
duly published according to the provisions of this act, or have a license 
from the governor, or person exercising the functions of governor, author- 
izing him thereunto, under the penalty of one hundred pounds, current 
money of this island, but such marriage shall nevertheless be valid, though 
made without banns or license. 

XLVI. And whereas, in consequence of the expiration of the late 
clergy act, the rectors of some of the parishes in this island may have 
omitted to transmit to the registrar copies of the entries in their peri 
registers: Be it therefore enacted by tlie authority aforesaid, that at the 
end of three months after the passing of this act, the rector, or officiating 
minister of every parish, shall transmit to the registrar of the diocese a 
correct and certified copy of all entries of the several baptisms, marriages, 
and burials, which shall. have been solemnized or taken place within their 

tive parishes since their last return. 

LII. And be it further enacted, that the registrar of the diocese, in the 
event of any failure in the transmission of the a of the registers as 
herein required by the rectors of the several parishes, shall report the de- 
fault of such rector specially to the bisho 

LVI. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that if any 
person shall knowingly and wilfully insert, or cause or permit to be in- 
serted, in any such register book of such baptisms, marriages, or burials 
as aforesaid, or in any such copy of such register so directed to be trans- 
mitted to the registrar as aforesaid, any false entry of any matter or thing 
relating to any baptism, marriage, or burial, or shall falsely make, alter, 
forge, or counterfeit, or cause, or procure, or wilfully permit, to be 
made, altered, forged, or counterfeited, any part of any such register, or 
shall wilfully destroy, deface, or injure, or cause or procure, or permit 
to be destroyed, defaced, or injured, any register k, or any part 
thereof, or shall knowingly and wilfully sign or certify any copy of 
such register hereby required to be transmitted as aforesaid, whic 
shall be false in any part thereof, knowing the same to be false, 
sth person so offending, and being thereof lawfully convicted, shall 
be deemed and adjudged guilty of felony. Provided always, and be 
it enacted, that no rector or officiating minister of any parish, who shall 
discover any error to have been committed in the form or substance 
of the entry in the register book of any such baptism, marriage, or 
burial respectively, shall be liable to all or any of the penalties herein- 
mentioned, if he shall within one calendar month after the dis- 
covery of such error, in the presence of the parent or parents of the 
child whose baptism’ may have been entered in such register, or of the 
parties ied, or in the presence of two persons who shall have 
attended at any burial, or in case of the death or absence of the 
tive parties we Ht then in the presence of the churchwardens (who 
shall respectively attest the same) alter and correct the entry which shall 


Frer not THysetr is a good motto. And en t is derived | have been erroneous, according to the truth of the by en 
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_. LVII. And be it further enacted, that all licenses, certificates for 
leave of absence, returns, papers, ecclesiastical instruments, and proceed- 
ings, whatsoever, made necessary by this act, shall be exempt from all 
stamp duty. 
LX And be it further enacted, that the receiver-general do, out of 
any monies in his hands, pay quarterly to the rectors of the several 
parishes of this island, the several sums of money following: videlicet, 
the rector of Kingston, six hundred pounds; of St. Catherine, four 
hundred pounds ; of St. James, four hundred pounds; of St. Andrew’s, 
three hundred pounds ; and to the rectors of the several other parishes 
of this island, the sum of two hundred pounds each, in lieu of all fees 
whatsoever, except as hereinbefore and hereinafter provided ; and that 
from and after the commencement of such payments, it shall not be 
lawful for the rector, or any officiating on his behalf, to demand any fee 
whatsoever, except as herein-before provided, for the performance of any 
clerical duty whatever. 


Anti-Slavery Weporter, 


‘LONDON, Ocroser 77TH. 











Our friends will see with great pleasure, that the Board of Baptist 
ministers in and around the cities of London and Westminster 
have officially affirmed and publicly announced their concurrence 
in the important resolutious of the General Anti-slavery Conven- 
tion respecting religious fellowship with slave-holders. 





Tue clauses of the Jamaica clergy act which we have printed 
to-day will enable our readers to judge properly of the dis- 
senters’ marriages act. A comparison of the two acts but too 
amply sustains the comPlaints which have been made of the 
latter. ‘he following invidious differences are inade to the dis- 
advantage of dissenters. 

1.—Manner of publishing banns. In churches the publication 
is in the usual words only, (Clergy act, clause 13) ; in dissentin 
chapels the names of the parties are to be posted on the principa 
door of the chapel during the period of publication, that is, for 
three weeks, (Marriages act, am 2.) 

2.—Time of marriage. Clergy may marry parties within six 
months after publication of ‘ee (Clergy act, clause 14 ;) 
dissenters may not marry beyond three months after publication 
of banns. (Marriages act, clause 3.) 
 8.—Mode of marriage. Clergy may marry parties by license, 
(Clergy act, clause 15) ; dissenters may not marry parties other- 
wise than by banns. ( Marriages act, lattes 5.) 

4.—Place of marriage. Clergy are not limited as to place when 
marriage is by license, (Clergy act, clause 15) ; but “no dissent- 
ee shall solemnize a marriage except in his chapel.” 
C Pini pee act, Yama 5.) we 5 ; 3 
-—Validity of marriages. rriages by clergy are to be valid, 
“though made aineet. weane or license,” the ssisaiganen being 
liable to a fine, (Clergy act, clause 15 ;) but no marriage by a 
dissenting minister is to be valid if performed before banns, or in 
any other place than his chapel. i iisined act, clause 5.) 

6.—Registry of marriages. Clergy are liable to penalty only 
for such false entries as may be “ knowingly and wilfall ” made, 
(Clergy act, clause 56) ; dissenting ministers are punishable for 
“ negligence or wilful default.” ( Marriages act, clause 10.) 

7.—Correction of erroneous registers. Clergy may correct any 
error within a month of discovering it, and are then liable to no 
nalty, (Clergy act, clause 56); no such provision is made for 

nting ministers. 
8.—Form of registering marriages. 
simple ; viz.— 
Marriage solemnized in the parish of in the county of 
in the one thousand eight hundred and forty 


A. B. of the parish of and C. D. of this parish were 
married by day of in the year 
184 , by me, E. F. rector. 

. The form for dissenters is much more complicated :— 


Form of an original register of marriages. 
Original register of marriages solemnized by ministers of the 
denomination, in the parish, circuit, or station of 


. 


The form for the clergy is 


No. I. the 
































| 
When | Namesand | Age. |Condition.| Rank or; Resi- | After |Consent 
Married.| Surnames. Profes- jdence at,Banns |by whom 
sion. (the time given, 
of marri-, 
| age. | 
; ' 
Ist De- John Jones |Fullage.|Bachelor. Carpenter. ! | After Hen 
‘eember, |Lucy Giles. |Minor. |Spinster. |[Banns Giles. 
838. the 
| father. 
Married at by me, A. B., minister, 
This marriage was solemni Fale "Tones, 
ag emnized between us, Lucy Giles. 
In the presence of us, > a 


9.—Transmission of registers. Clergy are to forward copies to 
the registrar of the diocese, and “ in te vent of any failure” ’ to be 
reported to the bishop (Clergy act, clause 52 ;) dissenting ministers 


are to forward di Heads’ registers to the office of the island 
poeta of whet 


w they are to be deemed of 2 
misdemeanour, may be tried “in any court of oyer and terminer, 
and punished b 
months for each o 


im ent for any period not exceeding twelve 

ce.” ig viata pay clause 10,) This clause 
enacts the same punishment, not only for ‘“ wilful default,” but 
for “ negligence” in maieiicing a marriage. 

10. Cost of Gemini Riad “oatmsagy All papers executed by 
clergy are to beexempt from stamp duty (Clergy act, clause 57,) 
no such enactment appears in the Marriages Act. 

11. Marriage Fees. Clergy have an allowance out of the public 
purse in lieu of fees on baptisms, marriages, and burials (Clergy 
act, clause 61 ;) dissenting ministers may demand “ for register- 
ing a marriage and an the duplicate original to the island 
secretary, the sum of two shillings and sixpence.” (Marriages act, 
docket of fees. ) 

Such is this precious specimen of equal legislation ! 





Srxce our last our friends, Messrs. Scoble and Birney, have renewed 
their exertions in the anti-slavery cause. On Friday, September 
25th, a public meeting of the auxiliary was held at the large 
room at the Bear Hotel, Devizes, at 12 for 1 o’clock, the mayor, 
R. Biggs, Esq., in the chair. The meeting was very respectably 
attended, and was addressed by the Rev. Messrs. Johnson, Bunce, 
Elliott, and Westley, with Messrs. Birney, Scoble, and Anstie. 

At Bristol a public meeting was held at the Assembly Rooms, 
Princes Street, on the following Monday evening, Thomas San- 
ders, Esq. in the chair. On this occasion Mr. Birney led the way 
by one of his usual dispassionate and effective exhibitions of 
American slavery, when, at the close of his address, a gentleman, 
touched for the honour of one denomination of christians more 
especially, proposed a question to him. We copy from the report 
in the Bristol Mercury. 


Mr. Suaw (reporter for the Journal) said, Mr. Birney had detailed 
many heinous acts, but could he say that any protestant episcopalian 
clergyman was a slave dealer or holder ? 

Mr. Brrney, I did not say any clergyman was an actual slave dealer. 
The term is a technical one, the same as a merchant, or shopkeeper, and 
in that sense a clergyman is not a slave dealer. But I apprehend in the 
slave States all ministers are slave-holders. Every person of any con- 
sideration is a slave-holder, and the burden of proof lies upon them to 
show they are not. In 1836 -a clergyman, of the name of Freeman, 
preached a sermon before his bishop, Dr. Ives, on the rights and duties 
of slaves, and received the thanks of his bishop for his sermon. Bishop 
Mead was a very large slave-holder. He published a volume of family 
prayers, and, to get rid of the word slaves, he introduced the expression, 
‘* those who call me master.” All the episcopal ministers in the slave 
states were slave-holders or slave-hirers. 


. Mr. Scoble and Mr. Whitehorn followed, with the Rev. Messrs. 
Crisp and Birt. 

We learn also that good meetings have been held at Bath, 
Taunton, and Exeter. The meeting at Taunton was held in the 
Friends’ meeting house, J. Davies, . in the chair, 

The interesting meeting at Ipswich we mentioned in our last, 
and we now supply from the Jpswich Express the most interesting 
portion of it—namely, the speech of its venerable chairman. 


On Mr. Crarxson taking the chair he spoke as follows, the most solemn 
silence prevailing :— 

My Friends,—I have been invited to take the chair on this occasion, but 
I am utterly unfit for it, on account of old age and infirmities: and I am 
sorry to say that I cannot remain in it long for the same reason ; and yet I 
do not see how I could refuse the invitation, when I consider that the 
great question of the Abolition of Slavery and the Slave-trade, to which 
your attention is invited to-night, originated with myself. 

Yes, I have Jaboured in this sacred cause, from the beginning, now fifty- 
six years ; and though I am broken down and disabled in the pursuit of it, 
yet I am not tired of it—(hear, hear,)—nor dismayed ; but I mean, by 
the blessing of God, to continue my assistance to it, feeble as that assist- 
ance must now be, so long as I am able. 

Perhaps many of you here are unacquainted with the subject of slavery 
I wil therefore explain it to you as concisely as I can. 

First, we imagine a child to be born into the world of slave parents. 
Poor, unfortunate child! From that very day of his birth—from that very 
day he is considered and ranked as a brute! He becomes a property from 
that very day, the property of a man, who may sell him or do what he 
pleases with him. 

Let us now look at him as a grown-up man at his labour in the fields. 
He works there, but he is not paid for his labour. He works there, but 
not freely and willingly as our labourers do. But he is followed by a 
driver, whose whip leaves the marks_of its severity upon his back, per- 
haps during the remainder of his life ; and if he is found to be what is 
brutally called obstinate, there is in store for him yet—what shall I say ?— 
the chain, the dungeon, the iron neck-collar with its frightful prongs, and 
other modes of punishment. " 

We may now view him in anotber situation. He is weary of his life— 
he wants to get rid of his oppression, and runs away from the estate ; but 
he is almost sure of being brought back, and returned ‘to an angry and 
enraged master. And here, who can imagine but those who have lived in 
slave countries—who can imagine what farther punishment he may have ? 
He may die, perhaps, of the wounds or the injuries thusinflicted upon him ; 
but the murderer escapes! It is hushed up! Who upon the plavtation 
dares to tell the tale? But suppose—suppose, that by some accident or 
other, the matter becomes known, and that a jury sit upon the body —still 
the murderer escapes! For whom do the jury consist of? They consist 
wholly of slave-owners, all of them interested in favouring one another by 
their support of arbitrary power. A friend of mine was travelling lately 
in one of the Carolinas, and near a spot where a jury had been summoned 
on the death of aslave. The man had ‘been flogged to death ; in his 





agonies he called for a little water, and that little water was brought him. 
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‘The jury immediately availed themselves of this circumstance, and 


they saw the body before their eyes, mangled and almost cut to pieces by 


-the whip, their verdict was, that the administration of cold water to him, 
in the: excited state of his body, was the cause of his death. 

What shall we say to these things! : 

But there is yet another situation in which we may view the slave. 
Perhaps he has a wife and children. So much the worse! He may 
be taken out in a moment, and sold into a plantation a hundred miles 
off, never to see them more. ‘The wife may be severed from her 
husband and children in that manner; and the children may be severed 
from their parents one after the other, or all together, as it suits the pur- 
poses of their owners. This is not a case in idea, it isa case of every 
day’s occurrence. 

These are some of the evils which you are called upon to endeavour 
to put an end to this night. I do not question your humanity. J donot 
question your willingness to assist the distressed at home ; but can you 
overlook the monstrous oppression—the monstrous outrages upon human 
nature which I have detailed to you? Can you overlook them because 
they occur in a foreign land? No; christianity, true and vital ebristi- 
anity, does not confine her favours to colour or to country. (Hear, 
hear.) But she feels for all alike who are persecuted, whoever they 
may be, and wherever they may live. May I hope then, that, as a 
committee is to be formed sometime or other after this meeting, you 
will give it your encouragement and support? 

The excellent gentleman then sat down, but at the request of R. D. 

Alexander, Esq., on behalf of the chairman, the meeting refrained from 
expressing its vivd voce approbation of a speech to which every heart 
responded with enthusiasm. 
Demerara papers to the 13th of August have arrived at Liver- 
pool by the Sandbach, prtsosneay Mys be the Liverpool paper) “ not 
a single word relating either to the crops or the state of business.” 
No doubt, therefore, both are satisfactory, at least to the planters. 
They state, however, that “a correspondence had taken place 
between the governments of Trinidad and Sierra Leone, which had 
resulted in permission being granted to deport the liberated 
Africans from the latter settlement to Jamaica, British Guiana, 
and Trinidad, with instructions to the Governor to facilitate as 
much as possible the deportation.” This is a serious announce- 
ment, and. is the first which has been heard in this country, we 
believe, of such a measure. We shall shortly learn, we suppose, 
what are the motives of it. 





One of the facts apparent in the correspondence of the British 
government with foreign powers relating to the slave-trade (just 
published as a parliamentary paper) is that the increased activity 
of our en checked that atrocious traffic in its old haunts. 
The effect, however, is only the origination of new schemes. It 
appears from these papers that collections of slaves are to be formed 
at the French colonies on the coast of Africa, and at the Cape 
Verd islands, and are to be despatched from those places to Cuba 
on board of vessels to be provided for that puree by the slave- 
traders at the Havana. e have inserted in another place the 
correspondence in which the evidences of this plan are detailed. 
Our consul calls for a ship of war, to drive these men of avarice 
and blood somewhere else ! 


Foreign and Colonial Entelligence. 


UNITED STATES. 

Tue First oF Auaust.—The anniversary of emancipation in the 
British West Indies was celebrated by the free people of colour, and their 
friends, in various places in the United States, by public meetings, pro- 
cessions, entertainments, and rejoicings of different kinds. Thanksgivings 
to the Most High, and hymns of praise, arose from many hearts, and ad- 
dresses, orations, and discourses were listened to with eagerness by milti- 
tudes who rejoice in the freedom of the people in the British colonies, 
Every year adds new reasons for celebrating this anniversary. The expe- 
riment of emancipation, as it was called, has succeeded admirably 3 and 
none but inveterate croakers, or wilful perverters of facts, deny it. Our 
coloured brethren, the subjects of Queen Victoria, are rrer, and well de- 
serve their freedom. The British West India islands are in a flourishing 
condition. All parties know the fact, and, with few exceptions, rejoice in 
it. Twenty millions sterling would be insufficient to induce the pro- 

rietors of the soil to consent to have the slave system re-established. 

hese facts, known and read by all men, will hasten the day when freedom 
shall dawn upon the slave states of this country. The time draweth near. 
American and Foreign Anti-slavery Reporter. 











Jupee Berrs’s Decision.—An important decision has been re- 
cently made by Judge Betts, in the United States court for this district, in 
the case of the schooner Catharine, an American built vessel, captured 
near the coast of Africa by a British cruiser, August 13th, 1839, for being 
engaged in the transportation of slaves, and brought into this port. The 
cargo and equipment of the vessel when captured, left no doubt that she 
was to be ra 2 in the transportation of slaves, nor did the court enter- 
tain any doubt that such was the fact. But Judge Betts decided that she 
was illegally captured, and stated that “ there is nothing in the statutes of 
the United States to reach the case of an American vessel, built and fitted 
out for the slave-trade, but actually sold to a foreigner and employed by 
him.” The Catharine bad been sold before she was captured, although 
still under the American flag, and not yet actually delivered to the pur- 
chaser. We are inclined to believe that the decision of Judge Betts is 
technically correct, and that the act of congress may be successfully evaded 
by the contrivance described in the opinion. Instead, therefore, of finding 
fault with this decision, let the friends of liberty apply to congress for an 
additional statute, making it felony for American citizens to transport to 
Africa articles intended tor the slave-trade, or to charter vessels for such 
purpose ; guo animo to be left to a jury. Whether such an act can be ob- 
tained is somewhat doubtful, as many verily believe the government have 
no desire to stop the trade. It will be well, however, to test them.—Ibid, 














“Coronet Muwror Epwarps.’—In our second number 
eae i geist seem athe flaca . Gazette, th 
unroe Edwards, Esq., of Iberville, La., had emancipated aves, & 

exhi a of emancipation drawn by a respectable attorney of 
cinnati, and certified by the governor of Ohio. He also an 
intention of proceeding to England, to enlist the government of that coun- 
try in claiming 200 native Afriiam brought from Cuba, and now held in 
Texas. But, although his story was plausible, and he brought a letter 
from one of the first citizens of Mobile to a highly respectable gentleman 
of this city, yet his subsequent conduct, and the information obtained 
on cong | im, satisfies us that abolitionists ought not to place confidence 
in him. Should he proceed to England, we trust that the abolitionists there 
will be on their guard, and not render aid to a person who, under the 
pretence of emancipating slaves, has political or other views, that he does 
not choose to disclose; and to aid him in which he thinks it politic to have 
the confidence of abolitionists in both countries. He has been baffled 
here in his attempts to raise funds, and procure recommendatory letters 
from abolitionists, and we hope he will meet with no better success 
elsewhere.—lIbid. , 








TREATMENT OF ProPLE oF Cotour.—Pro-slavery writers and’ 
talkers assert continually, though without proof, that the effect of anti- 
slavery action upon the free people of colour has been injurious to them, 
In proof of it they will, now and then, relate a real or pretended con- 
versation they have had with some coloured man, who, it is said, 
acknowledges that his people have received detriment from the aboli- 
tion enterprise. They say also, that the cause of emancipation has been 
put back “ half a century” by the injudicious zeal of abolitionists; and 
that the slaves during this controversy have been treated with increased 
severity. All this, as our readers know, is untrue, and in most cases 
known to be so by the utterers of the falsehood. Intelligent free 
coloured men,.with very few exceptions, assert, that for the last few 
years the treatment of the people of colour has been increasingly 
favourable; and we are assured from unquestionable authority that the 
slaves generally, throughout the slave states, are treated better at the 
present time than they ever have been. This,is what might have been 
expected. Those who aver the contrary contradict, unconsciously, both 
philosophy and the experience of mankind. As the anti-slavery cause 
advances (and it is continually advancing, maugre all the croakings of 
pro-slavery men) meritorious people of colour will be treated by the 
community generally with increasing respect and kindness, and the 
situation of slaves will be more tolerable still—and for the plain reason 
that the eyes of men are open and scrutinizing, and slave-holders are 
put on their good behaviour before the world. They, and all those’ 
afflicted with colourphobia in the free states, know it—Tbid. 


EccLEstasticaL AcTION ON StaveRy.—The Ohio Northern (Free 
Will Baptist) Yearly Meeting, on the 16th June, passed the following :— 

Resolved—That slavery is asin, and a violation of the laws of our 
nature, contrary to the christian religion and the laws of God. 

Pressytery or Atron.—The spirit of the murdered Lovejoy breathes 
in the following :— 

In answer to the overture of the general assembly on the question of 
slavery to the presbyteries under their care, during its session of 1839, 
the presbytery of Alton at their recent meeting held in Upper Alton, 11th 
April, 1840, adopted the following resolutions :— 

Resolved—First, that we view the system of American slavery as 
involving enormous guilt, and consequently as deserving the severe 
judgment of God. 

Resolved—That its continuance under the present degree of light on 
the subject of human rights, and the present state of public sentiment in 
the civilized world increases the guilt with a most fearful rapidity. 

Resolved—That the rapid increase of the slave population, by which an 
accumulated number of human beings are annually brought into prey 
furnishes a powerful argument in favour of the speedy abolition of this 
system of oppression. 

Resolved—That the ground which this nation took in the Declaration of 
Independence on the subject of liberty and maintained at the point of the 
bayonet and the sword, and in which it has gloried for more than half a 
century, render the system of slavery which exists among us a blot 
peculiarly foul upon our national character. 

Resolved—That in consequence of the elevation of this nation among 
the nations of the earth, by its present amount of wealth, power, and its 
prospective greatness ; this gross inconsistency between our professions 
and practice, to a most lamentable degree annihilates our national 
influence, and retards the progress of philanthropy and religion in the 
world. 

Therefore resolved—That as ministers and elders we cannot consistently 
with our duties to God, and our fellow-creatures, suffer this subject to 
sleep, but are solemnly bound in all suitable ways to use our utmost 
endeavours to remove the curse from our land. 

In reference to the action of the general assembly, presbytery, further 

Resolved—That in the opinion of this body, it is the duty of the general 
assembly of the presbyterian church in these United States, to declare to 
the world their solemn and decided disapprobation of slavery, and to exert 
that influence which their conspicuous station and constitution of said 
church have put into their hands, for the suppression of this evil, both in- 


church and nation. 
C. G. Sextick, Stated Clerk. 


Tue Metuopist AntiI-Stavery Convention, held at Utica, in 
May, 1838, appointed acommittee to call another Convention of the friends 
of the Anti-slavery cause, in the Methodist Episcopal church, at such time 
and place as should afterwards be deemed expedient. That committee 
have issued acall for a second Convention to be held on Tuesday, October 
6th, at 10 o’clock, a.™,,in the city of New York. All members of that 
church who believe in the inherent sinfulness of slavery, are invited to 
attend. In the call the committee say :— 

In the opinion of many, the time has come for the abolitionists in the Metho- 
dist Episcopal church, to form an American Methodist Anti-slavery Rosier, 
and especially, for the expression of their opinion as to what course should 


ly, s€ 
be taken in the disposition of our money for missionary and other benevo-. 


“aen% 


lent purposes.—Massaghusetts Abolitionist, 
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rape . TEXAS, - f 4 ' 1 five men and one boy; released as mariners, three men; placed under 
We learn by the New York Star that President Lamar, of Texas, | contract for one a ’s service, eighty men, twen' re ‘women, 
has issued a proclamation all free persons of colour to leave | twenty-four boys, and ten girls, on the terms that they Id be found a 


that country, of 
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BRAZIL. 
Corres of advertisements in a Rio de Janeiro paper. 

The figure of a negress nursing a baby headed this ad vertisement.] 

‘or sale in the Rua do Cano, No. 119, with or wirnovr her infant of 
four months!! She has good milk, is very healthy, atid very kind and 
tender to children.* She has neither vices nor defects, can sew, wash, and 
starch, and cook, all in perfection, which will be guaranteed to the pur- 
chaser. The motive for Png 2 her is for being disobedient to her senhora. 
Journal de Faery a — 1840. 

Runaway from t a estate, belonging to the friars of Nassa 
Senhora do Carmo, fifteen slaves, five males and a hindine J The Per 
trator of the same hereby gives notice to all the authorities to cause them 
to be apprehended and restored to the said estate, where the parties appre- 
— them will be well rewarded. He also protests against whosoever 
shall afford them shelter, from whom will be required their hire from the 
day of their flight.—Journal de Commerce, 17th July, 1840. 

n the same paper, 150 milrees (about £19. sterling) are offered for the 
apprehension of a slave between 16 and 18 years of age of the Quilimane 
nation, “ ig ae | very little Portuguese,” consequently a new negro. 
100 milrees is offered for another, who, the advertisement states, has been 
absent 12 years! 

Also another nore Se mark 4 A on his breast. Also another, who ran 
away with an iron on his foot. 

It is not at all uncommon to see in such advertisements of runaways, 
“ supposed to have been stolen.” This you will not readily understand ; 
but it is one thing robbing another. Yes, there are actually individuals here 
who make a trade of stealing slaves, and carrying them into the country 
to sell to estates at a greater distance. Thus are these poor creatures 
made a prey of. Doubtless the one above mentioned, who had been absent 
twelve years, is one of the stolen ones.—Private letter. 


“ WEST INDIES. 
Jamatca.—Tue Sxzconp ANNIveRsaRY or Freepom from the 
thraldom of colonial slavery was duly celebrated last Saturday, by solemn meet- 
ings for prayer and thanksgiving in the several places of worship in this town, 
and, we believe, throughout the island. And we pause to inquire what has 
freedom wrought? Where are the ill effects of emancipation? No where ! 
Who has suffered by it?) Noone! But the multitude and magnitude of 
the benefits bestowed on all are truly astonishing. The proprietor has 
benefited by the change, for land has become increasingly valuable, and 
the free-labour system is more congenial and better adapted to the feelings 
and circumstances of all parties. A cry of ruin to the estates has fre- 
quently pa a but where “a the ruined gi Will the 
pro-slavery point us out one single pro in the whole of Jamaica 
that is thus ruined ? We are on the mang do it if they can. 
“ Aye, but there is not so much sugar made as formerly.” Neither ought 
there to be—though we much question the statement ; for in proportion to 
the over production of sugar under the coercive and atrocious slave-system 
was the annual decrease of the 2h ig ge which rendered it, in some 
sense, to increase the stock of labourers from another country, 
That was the very spirit and naturally destructive tendency of slavery. 
But to this we also reply, 1st. To the bad management of the planters, 
since freedom, is chiefly attributable the! falling off of the crops. Next 
the ag f of labourers on the estates, compared with the old-time 
number of effective hands, precludes the possibility of carrying on the 
cultivation so extensively as in former periods. » Srdly. if sugar 
has fallen off in quantity, it is undeniable chat it has risen in price. These 
things considered, (not to mention the consideration in the shape of com- 
pensation,) the planters have no just ground of complaint. The 
condition of overseers and book- cannot have deteriorated ; the very 
restraints upon their merciless and wanton propensities are so many real 
blessings; though, perhaps, they will not consider them such. The 
emancipated, as a matter of course, have abundant cause of gratitude and 
gladness for the manifold privileges, both temporal and spiritual, which 
they now enjoy; and to us it is a source of extreme thankfulness that 
they have fully proved themselves worthy of them. They have answered 
the ions of the wise, the good, the just, and the philanthropic ; 
their moral character is of no spurious cast ; it is based on scripture truth ; 
and, nnnainoring Shek bulk, their former disadvantages, their numerous 
i a lineal descent, and their peculiar habits and customs, 

elevated character to which they have attained is astonishing to the 
beholder. With civil liberty, they have been blessed with a large measure 
of religious oe and means of improvement. Places of worship have 
been ls established—Marriage promoted—Calendars of 
crime. lessened—and, above all, sinners have been converted through the 
pepe! eager of the gospel, and God glorified! Moreover, industry 








is don a better basis ; the cause of truth, the missionary enterprise, 
educational, benevolent, and religious institutions, have all received an 
impetus which cannot fail of being attended with the happiest and most 
glorious results. This we assert not as mere conviction, or opinion with: 
out foundation ; the evidence is before us, the demonstration within reach. 
To Almighty God be ascribed all the glory and the praise !—Baptist Herald, 





Disposat or Liseratep Arricans.—From a Letter of Mr. Candler 
: to Mr. Sturge. — 

; Jamaica, 6th Month, 1840. 
** T SHALL now give thee an account of what has become of the Jast three 
cargos of liberated captives landed at Jamaica. 

** 7th month 7, 1839. The Cariddad Cabano came to Port Antonio, 
and landed at Navy Island 169 slaves under quarantine for the small-pox, 
pion she gti hom died good ee oe ; delivered over > a super- 

men, nty: women, twenty-five and 
ten girls—total, 146. 11th month,11. Up to this ie thew had died 

{* It is certainly then to be presumed that she would poig nantly feel the 
loss of her own. How had the senhora pigeran’ or, bm to children? 


- Was it not towards those of her mistress? How gratefully does she 


return it!] “ 





double suit of clothing, sufficient food and lodging as ified, medical 
attendance and nourishment if sick, and that each adult should receive 
8s. sterling per week, each child 1s. per week. 

“ Dr. Spalding had eighty-eight of these people, and some months 
after I saw forty-five of them at work in a coffee field, suitably clothed 
and looking well. Their lodging, however, was very unsuitable, and I 
complained of it, but the doctor said he was about to erect twenty distinct 
houses for their — 

‘¢ Since I passed through this property one poor fellow hanged himself 
on a tree, and a | pated of about twenty men left the estate to. complain to 
the magistrate of harsh treatment, but all of them returned, and are now 
I am told, working very well. Two men out of the ship, who went with 
others to the Port Royal Mountains, turned out very troublesome—one a 
thief the other a vagabond. All the others doing well. 

The Ulysses, a Portuguese brig built at Kingston, came in to agpinery Bay 
12 mo. 6,1839. This vessel lost on the voyage seven captives only, and landed 
in a sound healthy condition 311 males, 222 females—total, 533. Burden 
216 tons. The voyage was intended as her last trip, and the captain had 
broken up his own cabin and had stored in it 115 slaves! In twenty- 
eight days after landing seven died; the remainder, consisting of 222 


}men, 139 women, eighty-five boys, and eighty girls, were distributed 


among different properties, chiefly in St. James, Westmoreland, and 
Hanover, with the exception of seventy young men, who'were induced to 
join one of the West India regiments as common soldiers. The terms of 
contract as before, except that 4s a-week instead of 3s. was to be given as 
wages. A considerable number of these people were taken by Thos. 
MacNeill Custos of Westmoreland, many of whom left his service 
abruptly about five weeks ago, charging him with cruelty, and came to 
Falmouth, where, in consequence of e police resolving to secure them 
and lead them back, a riot ensued in their favour. The superintendent of 
liberated captives has since procured their release from MacNeill, and 
they are now located elsewhere. 

The Louisa, a Portuguese schooner, came to Port Antonio lst month 
13, 1840, and landed her cargo at Navy Island, under quarantine for the 
small-pox. She took in her cargo at Beissou, 11 mo.25, 1839 ; they were 
then 316 in number. The registered capacity of the schooner only 
100 tons, three feet only between the decks, and several of the men 
were six feet in height, and one was six feet six inches. Between 
the time of her leaving Africa and her capture, lst mo. 3, 1840, thirty- 
seven of the captives died! 

From the latter date to her arrival at Port Antonio, sixteen died, and 
during the quaratine of nine weeks at Navy Island sisty-seven died! not 
from the small-pox chiefly, but from the effects of starvation and brutal 
treatment in the middle passage. Many of fhe wretched remainder, now 
reduced to one hundred and ninety-six persons of both sexes and all ages, 
were distributed by special justice Lambert, a most humane and intelligent 
public officer, to properties situate in St. Andrew’s parish. One of the 
captives had been himself a slave-dealer, and was bringing down a gang 
of slaves to the coast when he was seized by other ruffians, and the whole 
company were made prisoners, and shipped off together. My wife and I 
passed a company of these poor people on the road, as they were on their 
way to the property of baron Reielholdt, of Chancery Hall, St. Andrew’s, 
and have since been to visit them in their new domicile. They were 
weary and emaciated when we first saw them, but they had found a good 
master in the baron, and were now doing well. Another company of 
about thirty men were settled on Knowesly coffee plantation, in the moun- 
tains, and I received a very kind and pressing invitation from Alexander 
Forbes, the proprietor, to visit them there, but have not yet been able to 
do so. All the late liberated adult captives receive board, lodging, medi- 
cine, and a dollar a week as wages when at work, but many of them are easily 
persuaded to part with their money for rum and tobacco, of which the 
new Africans are usually very fond. The Creole labouring population are 
beginning in some places to give up rum altogether, and to join the absti- 
nence society. With regard to their native country, the liberated captives 
do not seem to exhibit, so far as I can understand, any great repining at 
leaving it, their physical situation in Jamaica is probably better than 
before, and where they find good masters anda kind community, they 
express no wish to be sent back again. We have spoken to some of the 
yoans people who now begin to talk English, who say they like Jamaica 
tter than Africa; and the generality of their ple are, I believe, 
pretty well contented with their lot, but it is very difficult to judge of this 
matter, as they are deplorably ignorant, and seem hardly able to make 
themselves understood. : 
Two or three of the late captives are Mandingoes, and write and read 
the Arabic language. They were probably superior people among them. 


Barpapos.—Mr. Prescod ‘has almost choked the whites of this 
island with rage, by issuing “proposals for a Colonial Union of the 
coloured classes,” in order to obtain for themselves a practical equality of 
civil and political rights. Two extracts from the island papers will show, 
by their extreme bitterness, the importance and probable influence of this 
measure, as estimated by the enemies of liberty. : 

Every man, of every class, of sober sense and reflection must read 
with most righteous indignation, the arrogant, insolent, lying, and mis- 
chievous document, called “‘ Proposats ror a Coronzat UNION OF THE 
Cotourep Crassrs.” Samvet Jackman Prescop, that most mischievous 
demagogue, is supposed to be the chief instigator of this wonder-working 
association, &c. The object of Prescod can be no other than that of 
shutting out from the pale of society every man who has no African blood 
in his veins; and in fact, of extirpating if they can, the whole race of 
purely white people.” —Barbadian. 

“<A Corontat pa gre OF THE we ge Y bo netllgae t 
It is a compendium of the worst concocted system of revo - 
ciples ever got up in the palmiest days of civil anarchy and bloodshed. 
Even France saw no such man as a Prescod in her Robespierre, her Bar- 
ras, or her Damouriere. They dealt not in cowardly conspiracies , they 
sought not to immolate the one-half of their citizens at the altars whica 
the other hed raised to ambition and the lust of power.”— West Indian. 





OpERATION oF THE Gaccine Act.—Under this act the super- 
intendent of an estate (Holders) has been brought before a magistrate, for 
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offering, by his master’s direction, to certain labourers than 
they had been receiving; and the has bound him over to answer 


« weatndlb * feeling” nga Somer oaugs My ta pet 

“a vindictive i oyer! 

the adiieeaf ae dios makes the following remarks :—“ It places the 
object of the gagging bill plainly before the public. If the superintendent 
of Mr. Perkins’s estate bad told tone people to go to Demerara, and try to 
better their condition, if they were dissatisfied, he must have paid £50, or 
gone to prison until it was paid ; but we find that the excuse of the mud 

. swamps and colony fever is lost by the t instance. The climate of 
Holders is not remarkably unhealthy. e have never heard of there being 
any ‘ musquetos,” “colony fever,” or “mud swamps there.” Yet we 
find the same principle is in operation. We find that the health and com- 
fort of the labourer is not the real excuse. Mr. Perkins gives higher wages 
than some others. To get his estate into a good state of cultivation—to 
resist the monopoly of his brother planters, he has been compelled to offer 
and to furnish greater inducements, and he is a marked man. He is 
sought to be ruined, because he has departed from the rule and understand- 
ing among the bulk of the planters, to employ no labourer who quits his 
employer without his leave.” 





Anrieva.—Sre Wiii1am Coresrooxe. [From the Herald.] It 
affords us a very high gratification to record the numerous addresses that 
have been presented to our highly esteemed governor, on the occasion of 
his departure for England. : 

As op oe mn is one of the most effectual methods of reasoning on 
subjects of intense interest to an entire community, we have taken the 
liberty to draw one between our governor-in-chief and his predecessors ; 
the latter of whom (with the exception of Governors Elliott and 
McGregor) have invariably availed themselves of the earliest opportunity 
after their arrival in the colony to declare their intention to maintain the 
privileges of all classes of the subjects of their sovereign alike inviolate, 
resting satisfied with the empty profession of their intention ;—but in Sir 
William Colebrooke’s three years administration we have had abundant 
and tangible proof that his Excellency's high sense of his duty, as the 
representative of his royal mistress, was not to be satisfied with empty 
professions, as the many substantive acts of his Excellency’s administra- 
tion have proved his inflexible determination to maintain alike inviolate the 
privileges of art crasses of her Majesty’s subjects, whereby his Excel- 
lency has virtually wrested from the rich and the powerful their termes 4 
enjoyed authority to inflict injustice and insult on the poor and humble 
members of this community, and established a salutary precedent for his 
suecessor ; of which we feel persuaded the liberal and enlightened Major 
McPhail has every disposition to avail himself. * 

In parting with a ruler possessed of talents of a high order, and a mind 
elevated and enriched by study and application, it would be natural to feel 
some regret, but when with these great qualifications are combined the 
bigh properties of incerruptible integrity, patriotism untinctured by selfish- 
ness, and a philanthropy the dictates of which no opposition has been able 
to corrupt or counteract—as in the case of Sir William ; it is not 
surprising that our regret on the occasion of our separation is as extreme 
as itis unfeigned. Such a governor deserves the good wishes of the com- 
munity. We therefore sincerely wish his Excellency and his estimable 
family a safe and pleasant passage across the Atlantic and much benefit 
from the change of climate; so that they may be enabled to return hither 
as soon as possible. 

Dominica—We take from the Dominican the following grati- 
fying extract from the speech of Major MacPhail, the lieutenant-governor 
of this island, on his departure to administer the general government of 
the Leeward islands during the -absence of Sir W. Colebrooke :—‘' To 
compensate for some discouraging circumstances, we have cause for 
satisfaction in the improving aspect and high value of our staple produce. 
, On some coffee estates the stronger growth and bearing of the plant would 
‘indicate that it is regaining its productive vigour. The prospect of an 
abundant sugar crop for the ensuing Popes is highly tifying ; and the 
efforts of the peasantry in clearing and improving land for the augmented 
culture of ground provisions, prove that industry at least is not on the 
warts. 

“It may possibly be objected, that labour thus applied is withdrawn 
from the cultivation of sugar—but it seems clearly established that where 
piece or job work (now becoming general) is applied, a sufficiency of labour 
is afforded, though hy a diminished number of hands, and I believe that 
it will be allowed that the example shown by the industrious peasant in 
raising increased supplies will stimulate the exertions of others—will 
inure the youthful to toil—will fortify them in habits of industry—and, it 
is to be hoped, will eventually produce other collateral benefits leading to 
an extension of cultivation on the neighbouring estates, 

“Speaking of the peasantry, I gladly fconcur in the general opinion 
entertained of their orderly demeanour and their tranquil and docile 
character. 

‘“‘ The rapid progress they have made in acquiring and carrying into 
practice, ideas of moral and social oe oP Stemmen justifies the favourable 
estimation in which they are held—and the good feeling which generally 
so happily exists between them and their employers is most creditable and 
honourabje to the parties.” 





British Guiana.—SLAavVE-TRADE.—A letter written by a resident 
in Surinam, has been received in town. A Dutch government steamer, 
from the Gambian coast, had arrived at Paramaribo with fifty wild Africans, 
indentured to labour as pioneers at the public works for fourteen years. A 
French vessel which bad TT: the exportation of a similar cargo had 
been compelled by the English cruisers to set them free, but had sailed 
in consequence to lay a narrative of the whole occurrence before the 
parent government. 

Holland and France are said to be bent on ‘prosecuting the new branch 
of trade, which, they contend, does not amount to enslavement, and on 
trying the question with England, if she dispute their right —Guiana Royal 

asette. 


Tue sale of two sugar estates which we mentioned in our last, is 
thus noticed in the Guiana Royal Gazette. ‘‘ At Vendue yesterday, plan- 
tation Montrose, and plantation Ogle, both on the east coast of Demerara, 
were purchased, the former by Mr. Shand, and the latter by the firm of 











George Anderson and Co. ; Montrose brought 
Gunshrsed. fo Sir Michael MrTek immoliately 
tlemen on the possession of these 

very fine. Rb ah =f lia r yw 
an experience, at t gee 

yet bo erteeted on its Wey fa. retn, ° pis have baat 
states, of course. Query—Would they have brought as much money 


in slave-time without the people?” ‘To this question we may add, “ or 
with them ?” 


Waces.— When the dissatisfied labourers were about to quit 
“ Tuschende Vrienden,” they presented their “checks” or“ tickets” for various 
sums of money earned on the plantation, which the manager refused to 
take up; and thus they have to a considerable amount worthless bits of 
cards in place of the money, for which they toiled and laboured hard. 
These tickets have in some instances been destroyed, from the hopelessness 
of their ever being paid, but the greatest number of the people still hold 
them.—Guiana Reformer. 
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An Anti-sLavERY Socrety was formed on the west bank, Deme- 
rara river, at Buxton Town, on Saturday last, the ist of August, both in 
commemoration of that day, and also in connexion with the “ British and 
Foreign Anti-slavery Society” for the extinction of slavery throughout the 
world, and to “ watch” over the rights and interests of the “ few free 
men” of British Guiana. The speeches were delivered in a manner cre- 
ditable to the speakers, generally ; the touching ap of some of the 
labourers who took part in the proceedings about their sufferings in for- 
mer days, and the blessings which they even now Og Op as free men, 
ise at once calculated to pierce and gratify the feelings.—Guiana Re- 
ormer. 





LIBERIA. 


[From the Liberator] 

We have received within a few days, a copy of the Liberia Herald of 
May 19th, containing an article by a correspondent, from which we make 
a few extracts, commending them to the attention of those whose brilliant 
imaginations have pictured the colony as a sort of earthly paradise, peopled 
by saints and somata 

“ Our affairs of government in Liberia at the present seem to exhibit 
the sickly aspect of an Ephemera, whose short lived existence depends on 
the termination of a day, Why such a condition of things is allowed to 
remain in a community, whose progress, to prevent its retrogression, must 
be onward, can por be seneanied for ia te all-absorbing interests of 
aggrandising self. 

** You will have to show wherein consist the evils of such a condition, 
and till the understanding, the judgment, the wills of the people are 
brought to bear in a direct Fine upon this point, we may write tekel.on our 
institutions, and give them up to the hopelessness of despair. True, we 
have now, under the immediate direction of the chief magistrate, an organ- 
ized system, but it wants efficiency in those to whom the interests of 
government are committed ; and until we can find men in whom the amor 
patrie predominates over morbid self, we shall have violators of the law in 
those very persons appointed to guard its sanctions. 

* As to the individuals who fi in this arena, you are to say but 
little, from the certain fact, that, let a man's character be as bad as it may, 
where there exist no ennobling principles, he will be more solicitous to 
conceal his faults than to amend them; and hence, under cover of law, 
the frequent threats, and actual suing for slander of character, by persons 
who never had any, or if they had, it is only such as they ought to be ashamed 
of. Mr. Editor, did you ever see people do so wany barefaced wrongs to 
each other, and justify themselves with their exemption from legal punish- 
ment? I never did. 

“These queries have brought me almost incidentally to speak of 
individual character, and invidious as it may seem, you will have to say 
that in a community making so high a profession of the bible, you never 
saw or heard of go little influence from its principles as is to be seen in 
the intercourse of our citizens with each other. * * The existence of 
any such sentiment as fellow-feeling for man is not so much as known or 
understood. And if such are the people, what must the high priests be ? 
Wiest; Fate are a father, or no more than a guardian of our youth, Mr. 
Editor, I fancy I see you agitated unto trembling, when you contemplate 
the effects of such malversation upon this rising generation. What pub- 
lic spirit, what sacrifice in the life, what renunciation of the will, what 
deadness to worldly maxims and customs, are thereby exhibited as beacon 
lights to our veil and children? None, sir, none ; get, get, get, is the 
sole lesson inculcated on them, and no matter at whose expense.’ 

And this is the training by which the civilizers and christianizers of 
Africa are to be formed for their work! These are the ‘ missionaries 
bearing credentials in the holy cause of civilization and christianity,” of 
whom Henry Clay speaks in one of his colonization addresses! But we 
area with our quotations. The next wears the appearance of a 

istory of the past, thrown into the form of advice for the future. The 
writer proceeds :— 

“‘If the colonists cannot afford you opportunity of practice, take a 
canoe, no matter whose it be, and a public gun, or anything else, gotten 
no matter how, and away to the bushes—away and give the proof of your 
tacticism in cheating the native, for if you donot he will cheat you. 
Better have nothing to do with them ; I think they are too glad to 
missionary goods into the country. If such is now the state of things, 
what must it be when the present generation of our youths have grown up 
replete with lessons such as these? In vain do you look to the barriers of 
law, there are none to enforce them ; and the individual influences which 
might be exerted to better our condition are merged in the barter for gain, 
or sacrificed at the shrine of popular favour.” 

The writer concludes by exhorting the editor to— 

“‘ Write, print, halloo, stamp, rave, do something, anything, to save our 
people in this country of their adoption, and direct them to the true and 
only legitimate source of prosperity in this or any other country—the 
cultivation of the soil, which, if connected with the improvement of the 
mind, will ultimately lead to the correction of ills such as are occurrent 
among us, and make Liberia all that its friends desire it should be.” 

'_ The editor that ‘‘ candour forces us to confess that much of 
what” his correspendent “ has stated, is within the precincts of truth.” 
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Gan . " fs) r 4, # 
Ar my, here i i. Se Test, I found ic harbour a 
cavagenes schooner, both of which, I regret to say, had 


nish and 
ever’ being employed in the slave-trade ; the former sailed 
the Sad and the latter the 3rd Siileso. 


A few hours after the departure of these vessels, another suspicious 
schooner under Portuguese colours came to anchor, and only remained 
for a few hours. : ' 

I have sabsequently learnt that the destination of these vessels in the 
first instance was the islands of Mayo and Brava, and thence to proceed 
to the Bi and the rivers of that neighbourhood on the coast. I was 
not able to learn the names of the Portuguese vessels, but the Spanish 
schooner was sapeelly Ami n, called the “ White Horse,” and a clip- { 
per of the first order. 

It is Gratif ying to me to have to state, that, since the departure of the 
vessels alluded to, this port has been free from vessels of a suspicious 
kind ; a circumstance quite novel in the records of the place, as I under- 
stand from very good authority, that, for years past, a week has seldom 
elapsed without an arrival of some kind, connected with the abominable 
slave-trade. a. 

I am induced to attribute this pleasing circumstance to the late energetic 
measures of her Majesty’s government, for the suppression of slavery 
under Portuguese and piratical flags. 

The intelligence of the passing of that measure has caused the utmost 
dismay among the slave-dealing gentry of these islands, but who, I under- 
stand, still cling to the hope of being able to effect business, nothing having 
yet appeared to affect their liberty which a little bribery will not overcome. 
It appears to me that their principal dread rests upon the active part 
whigk Great Britain may ultimately take in bringing them to justice, and 
the probability of one English cruiser at least being detached to these 
islands. 

The notorious slave-paper-giving-governor, Colonel Marinha, left Porto 
Praya the inning of last month for Mosambique, with the prayers of 
most of the people of these islands that he may never return : his secretary, 
Senhor Vidal, has accompanied him ; and the iniquiteus proceedings of 
master and servant are freely discussed by almost every one with whom 
you may converse. : 

A gentleman the other day promised to show me a list of the vessels 
which this Colonel Marinha and his secretary had given false papers to, 
not one of which had paid less than two thousand dollars: he assured me 
that he could give the names of at least forty which had been granted by 
the colonel ; and his opinion was that the secretary had given papers to 
as many more; so that between them they must have divided something 
like 150,000 dollars. I shall not fail in endeavouring to get a copy of this 
document. or ee o 

Report ks highly of the new-appointed governor-general, Captain 
de Mello, of the mo of an <apanaed determination on his part to 
do everything to put an end to the export slave-trade. He is now at the 
island of St. Vincent, engaged in making the necessary arrangements for 
the removal of the seat of government from Porto Praya, to that island. 
I am daily expecting his Excellency here, whom I sball wait to see ; when 
it is my intention to proceed to one of the other islands. 

Something has already been commenced towards improvement in cul- 

tivation 1 theese islands ; and I hail the circumstance as one which, if not 
crushed by the wily slave-trader, will ultimately be the means of putting an 
end to the expost traffic in slaves at this district of the coast. 
A company formed of capitalists residing in London and Lisbon, having 
large grants of land from the Portuguese government, have begun opera- 
tions in cultivation at the island of St. Vincent; but I am sorry to hear 
reports unfavourable to the soil of the place; some of the inhabitants of 
this and the other islands are said to be jealous of the company alluded 
to, and these reports, may have emanated in malice. 

At this and the island of “ Sal” it is said that cotton and ground nuts 
will be extensively cultivated during the next season, preparations being 
now made for the undertaking. ese islands, including Mayo, produce 
about ten thousand moyas of salt, equal to 600,000 bushels, which the 
inhabitants sell at from four to six dollars a moya: the quantity of cattle is 


ns, has caused cultivation to be but little Pa = vend 
sent are cheering in this respect, not only here, but in all the 
pores 3 seca T hope the period is se ie distant, when the natives of 
these isles will be able to appreciate and enjoy the blessings which are 
derived from honest industry in the cultivation of the soil. 

With the pleasing prospect of an alteration in the present state of things, 
I wish it were in my power to report a more general disposition to employ 
free labour than is now the case in these islands. 

From the best information I have been able to obtain, no doubt exists of 
depéts of slaves being established at this and other islands, from which 
they are taken as necessity requires, or favourable opportunities for ship- 
ment arise. These depdts have been formed principally from the Bissaos, 
and, in consequence of the activityof our cruisers having lately been felt 
in that neighbourhood by a large seizure of slaves, the receptacles alluded 
to are not so well supplied as formerly: considering the extent of panic 
that has lately been created among the inhabitants of pes isles, I have no 
hesitation in stating, that I think the presence of a British man-of-war 
would be the means of lessening the number and extent of these depots of 
human flesh, and prove a check of very considerable extent to the slave- 
trade in all its 

Tn addition to these circumstanees, I must not conceal from you my be- 
lief, that the coast north of the Sen is not free from the presence of 
slave-traders, which, coupled with the notorious fact of no depots of 
slaves being at Senegal and the Island of Goree, are additional reasons for 

the presence of an ish man-of-war at this part of the coast. 

‘I must not conclude this letter without mentioning the arrival here, on, 
the 16th ultimo, of the steam-vessel “ Taraensa,” bound to the coast of 
Brazils. This I understand is the sixth vessel of the kind that has called 
here from Liverpool for a supply ee to the same company. 
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If this report is founded in fact, it will be gratifyi 
of humanity to learn that no more vessels of this kind are to be sent 
out, yan og ents phere have orders to sell remainder “of the 
coalsiwhich they lave om hand. § #” + ‘i ; af 3 
CR, tM : te T have, &c., 


(Signed) Joun Renpatt, 
Her Britannic Majesty’s Consul. 
Her Britannic Majesty’s Commissioners, Sierra Leone. 


British Consulate, Boa Vista, Cape Verds, 
December 1st, 1839. 
(Received February 12th, 1840.) 

My Lorp,—I have the honour to transmit to your lordship copy of a 
letter which I yesterday addressed to Her Majesty’s commissioners at 
Sierra Leone, in reference to some important information that has come to. 
my knowledge connected with the slave-trade. 

Since that letter was written I have had a visit from a captain of a vessel 
just arrived from the island of Sal, who confirms all that I had previously 
heard respecting the vessels lying there under American colours, and of 
its being the intention of the Spaniards to make these islands the rendez- 
vous for the contemplated traffic in slaves between the island of Cuba and 
the French settlements on the coast of Africa. 

From accounts which I have received since my arrival here, by English 
vessels coming from the coast, I am informed that new-purchased slaves 
toa very considerable extent are deposited at Senegal and Goree, and that the 
French traders continue to purchase slaves in their traffic with the natives, 
particularly in the river Senegal, the coast between Goree and the Gambia, 
Albreda, in the Gambia, the new French settlement in the Casamanca, as 
also the Bissagos and the rivers of that neighbourhood. 

The slaves so purchased are conyeyed to St. Lous, in the Senegal, 
or to the island of Goree, where they are held in depét, no doubt 
for exportation, as there is no occupation at either settlement that could 
employ them, 

Jam also assured that the apathy evinced by the French squadron at 
Goree in all matters connected with the slave-trade is very apparent, 
which is much to be lamented, as I understand there has lately been 
made a great addition to the number of the colonial craft at Senegal 
and Goree, by building upon the spot, and by purchases made from 
English merchants of the small craft condemned in the mixed court at 
Sierra Leone. 

I have been assured repeatedly that there was aconnexion between the 
French settlements, in slave-trade matters, and the Havana ; but my infor- 
mants were unable to speak to any one particular fact. ‘This circumstance, 
combined with the information already detailed, will afford strong evidence 
of the existence of the connexion in question ; as it is not likely that a com- 
pany would be formed to follow a particular plan,unless that plan had 
been previously tried with some success. 

Whatever plans the piratical slave-dealers may have in view in reference 
to these islands, I beg to assure your lordship, as my firm belief, that 
the presence of a British man-of-war would at once oblige them to 
move to another quarter ; and as respects their scheme of piracy they may 
effect much mischief, the outward-bound ships invariably passing in about 
this degree of longitude. 

Under these circumstances I would respectfully recommend to your 
lordship, that an English cruiser be detached to those islands and that she 
possess fast-sailing qualities. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) Joun Renpatt. 
The Right Hon. Viscount Palmerston, G.C.B. 





British Consulate, Boa Vista, Cape Verds, 
November 30th, 1839. 

GentLemen,—Information has just reached me of the arrival of two 
vessels under American colours at the island of Sal, originally from the 
Havana, but last from the coast of Africa, where it is reported they have 
landed their cargoes. 

They are both schooners, and American built—one a Baltimore 
clipper, and the other a New York pilot-boat; they have American 
colours and sailing captains, but the crews are principally Spanish and 
Portuguese. 

The object in visiting Sal is said to be to complete arrangements for 
taking in a cargo of slaves upon the coast. 

A most respectable inhabitant of these islands, who has seen the vessels 
in question and been in conversation with the parties connected with them, 
informs me that he has Iéarned of two companies about to be formed at the 
Havana, one to carry on the slave-trade by vessels which will be ordered 
to keep at a certain distance from the coast, and there wait to receive their 
cargoes from small yessels, under the French flag ; and the other company 
to equip a certain number of small fast-sailing vessels, to act as pirates 
upon the commerce of Great Britain. 

My informant’s belief is, and I have also heard the same opinion ex- 
pressed from another quarter, that the vessels alluded to belong to these 
companies, and that the largest schooner looks for a cargo of slaves from 
the neigbourhood of Senegal and Goree ; and that it is the intentign of the 
pilot-boat to try her luck as a pirate upon British commerce near™to these 
islands. A period of two months is given before they intend returning to 
the Havana. It is supposed that these islands, from their neglected and 
unprotected state, will be made the rendezvous for the slave-trading piratical 
set of Cuba, who seem determined to use every art and exertion which 
money can command to counteract the recent measures of Great Britain for 
the suppression of slavery. 

I trust that these representations will induce Her Majesty’s government 
to order a man-of-war to these islands; and should there be one at dis- 
posal in your vicinity, I have earnestly to recommend her being sent to 
look after the vessels here spoken of, calling at this port for information. 


have, &c. 
(Signed) Joun Renpatt. 
Her Majesty’s Commissioners, Sierra Leone. 
Printed by WILLIAM JOHNSTON, @ RicHaARD BaRkurr, of 13, Mark Lanes 
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